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HARBOR MASTER NOTICE  

HMN-O-02-26 
 

HONOLULU HARBOR – CLOSURE OF PIER 16 
DIAMOND HEAD SIDE AND SURROUNDING WATERS 

 
On January 3, 2026, a commercial fishing vessel attempting to berth at Pier 16, lost control, and 
allided with the Nimitz Highway bridge, causing significant damage.  This incident marks the 
third major event involving vessels attempting to berth at Pier 16 Diamond Head within the past 
two years.  The Hawaii Department of Transportation (HDOT) has begun to assess the damage 
and will prepare to repair the damage to the Nimitz Highway bridge caused by the allision.   
The HDOT is implementing additional safety measures to protect this critical infrastructure from 
further damage. 
 
Therefore, in accordance with the authority granted under Chapter 266, Hawaii Revised Statutes, 
and the Hawaii Administrative Rules including, but not limited to, Section 19-42-1 and  
Section 19-42-124, the HDOT hereby closes the Diamond Head and Makai sections of Pier 16 to 
vessel docking.  Furthermore, the waters surrounding Pier 16 Diamond Head, extending to 
Nimitz Highway are closed to all vessel traffic.  Please refer to the attached closure map for 
additional information. 
 
This closure shall remain in effect until rescinded or amended by the HDOT in writing.  All 
vessel operators, agents, and stakeholders shall not schedule or attempt any vessel movements 
within the restricted area.  Failure to adhere to this notice may result in penalties, including fines 
and/or revocation of harbor use. 
 
We thank you in advance for your cooperation.  Should you have any questions, please contact 
the HDOT Oahu District Harbormaster’s Office at (808) 587-2050. 
 
 
____________________________________    __________________ 
David L. Lee        Date 
Commercial Harbors Manager 
Harbormaster 
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