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Submitted by David Bremer

Kipapa Gulch Old Kam Bikeway:
A Proposed Alternative to Kamehameha Highway

Problem: Mililani Inaccessible to Cyclists and Pedestrians

Currently the only bike route connecting Mililani through Kipapa Gulch to
Honolulu is via Kamehameha Highway, a section that is red-lined as “Not ‘Bicycle
Friendly’” on the Bike Oahu map published by the State Department of Transportation
Highways Divisi http://www_.state.hi.us/dot/highways/bike/oahu/Central. htm).

' Nérfaw shouider '
 Close guard rail.

Routes that are not bicycle ﬁ‘lendly are defined as roads that have hea.vy trafﬁc and do
not have adequate shared use between bicyclists and motorists.” The current Bike Plan
Hawaii (see http://www.hawaii.gov/dot/bikeplan.htm) states: “A major difficulty with
access from Ewa/Pearl City to Central Oahu involves the relatively poor conditions for
bike travel along the Kamehameha Highway, especially as it crosses the Waipio and
other gulches.” Although dedicated bicyclists regularly traverse Kipapa Gulch via
Kamehameha Highway, the heavy traffic with narrow shoulders and winding road deter
most recreational riders and commuters.

The Central Oahu Sustainable Communities Plan (see
http://www.co.honolulu.hi.us/planning/central/) calls for development of bike and
pedestrian routes throughout the region including a need for bike routes linking the
Central Oahu Regional Park with surrounding communities. "Central Oahu will be
developed with a transportation system which provides easy access to transit, uses traffic
calming design, and encourages people to walk and bike, reducing the need for the
automobile (p. 2-4)." "The design of recreational attractions may have a distinct identity
and entry, but there should be elements that link these destinations with surrounding areas
through the use of connecting roadways, bikeways, walkways, landscaped features or
architectural design (p. 3-14)." "Trails leading from the Central Oahu Regional Park to
Waikele Gulch, connecting to a trail system throughout Central Oahu gulches should be
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developed (p. 3-14)." The new park located across Kipapa Gulch from Mililani is a
major recreational facility that would be accessible for walkers and bikers from that
community if a safe route were available.

Proposed Kipapa Gulch Old Kam Bikeway
. e e
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The Old Kamehameha Highway through Kipapa Gulch could be developed as a
bike path linking Mililani to the Central Oahu Regional Park providing a safe, scenic and
historic route for pedestrians and bicyclists. On the Mililani side of the gulch, Anania
Drive provides convenient access to the Old Kamehameha Highway, an old agricultural
road that gradually slopes down the side of Kipapa Gulch in the direction of the H-2
Freeway, crosses Kipapa Stream, then switches back and up the other side. Reaching the
top directly across the gulch from the starting point at the end of Anania Drive, the Old
Kamehameha Highway then proceeds about .4 mile through a pineapple field to Ka Uka
Boulevard across from the Costco store. An ideal route for the Bikeway would be to turn
southwest about .1 mile after emerging from Kipapa Gulch to follow the edge of the
fields and gulch up to Kamehameha Highwa

: Pavement deteriorated 'y

Old Kam Hwy descends gradually : ) on southeast side of gyicp.
own the slopes of Kipapa Guich.
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Advertiser (“Air Force to begin removal of fuel”, September 4, 2001, section B, page 1),
the Air Force stopped using the facility a few years ago and will “remove four 2.4
million-gallon tanks in Kipapa Gulch ... The clean out of the old tanks is expected to take
place from January to April [2002].” Ed Lanctot of the Real Estate Division, Directorate
of Public Works, Department of the Army, said the Army continues to use their old
munitions storage facility in the gulch for training activities. This area on the northeast
side of the gulch road is separately gated but may require additional fencing to prevent
unauthorized access. If security issues can be satisfactorily addressed, an agreement with
the military permitting use of the Old Kamehameha Highway for the bike path may be
possible.

The pineapple field is currently owned by Castle and Cooke but is under
negotiation for sale to Wahiawa General Hospital with “a plan to create a major health,
sports medicine and biomedical research park on a 210-acre site... Wahiawa General
Hospital and its affiliate company, Pacific Health community Inc. ... recently signed an
acquisition agreement for the land. ... The sale of the first 80 acres is expected to take
place in Dec. 2001” (L. Danninger “Medical Mecca.” Honolulu Star-Bulletin, August 5,
2001). Bevery Kaku of Castle and Cooke said that Castle and Cooke is currently in
negotiations to acquire the Old Kamehameha Highway right-of-way through the field for
inclusion in the land parcel to be sold to Castle and Cooke. An artist’s rendition of the
proposed medical park included in the Star-Bulletin article suggests that the field
perimeter route for the Kipapa Gulch Old Kam Bikeway would pass through landscaped
areas behind a senior living facility and would not be in conflict with the proposed
medical buildings and roads. “New development projects are an opportunity to provide
public access to trail heads ... approaching the edges of gulches (Central Oahu
Sustainable Communities Plan, p. 3-17).”

The existing pipeline bridge across Kamehameha Highway that is suggested as a
site for a pedestrian-bicycle bridge was originally an irrigation canal that appears to have
been connected to the Waiahole Ditch. In accord with the Central Oahu Sustainable
Communities Plan, “the use of utility easements for pedestrian and bicycle routes should
be permitted, consistent with all applicable operations, maintenance, and safety
requirements (p. 3-9).

Recommendation

The Kipapa Gulch Old Kam Bikeway proposal is recommended for consideration
for funding under the Transportation Enhancement Project budget of the State
Department of Transportation.

Community Affairs Committee
Hawaii Bicycling League
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